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he cuts a fine figure, Komei remains a bachelor throughout his life and died a 
tragic death at Gojogen. So I suppose this sort of physiognomy is unlucky. After 
each puppet show I run to the washroom and smile complacently at my forehead 


reflected in the mirror. 


OM xX te 

1] BLURS Ras widow’s peak, LL. CHUSPRRETIZ, WbDOZBR 
HcMobnh, CMDye{ OMHICHT< SAF AMKIBRA, £125 BA CORR 
t, Fore iwi, flo TC. = Ct widow’s peak li(i2 %>, a hairline which grew 
down to a point in the middle of my forehead ¢ SHI L 7. 

ldtF LASS ld, expose the forehead (BCID IZLICLS) EKBWTS, le RR 
eH Male, B37 7T IT Citiok recede (BFS) DBASD, #5 TI 
Eto T4( SBCEDIL*, receding hairline &\+5, 
[2] Bette") HCW TIS, the “shadow” left by the razor, DE), PARNIz 
ko CRS H72 “shadow” £135 2k, RH five o’clock shadow £\x5 KAD” , 
Cad, HTOROITAS YH sT. WTA IAHUT ¢ SRE BS, 
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[3] Maat Sit, 4774 ALT steer clear of ~. 
[4] €55 Rls, despite what he said 4092. 

ULLUNILERILTL TH “Vevs, lt hairline, ER, ~LTWRADIT THEBES 
5 MOSH HED L. UOIK* at any rate (WTNH) CThi7e. 
[5] Df hCFD*# SHI TCE shining forth under the lights. 

~il) ARHET SIZ, 474 FLT do one’s stuff as~. 

Ay avis, AU < cut a fine figure BU s72"). 

d— I MISEHT SH Hid, —iKIc physiognomy (4H [fizid(g)nemi)) 2 
+ SA, lucky, unlucky #485, unlucky (MEX. IEC MMU) EL. 
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Frontal Lobe 


1| My mother used to say how glad she was that I had a hairline which grew 


down to a point in the middle of my forehead. Kabuki’s Utaemon Nakamura 
playing a woman, she said, is the paragon of J apanese feminine beauty and the 
wig he wears when playing O-Miwa in “Imoseyama Onna Teikin” is that of a 
young girl which does not expose the forehead but comes down close to the 
eyebrows. 


[2] But a large forehead gives one a look of intelligence, I thought, because it 


somehow makes it seem that one has a well-developed frontal lobe. In fact, on 
about six occasions when I was at college, I shaved my hairline to make it 
higher. My father and mother were dumbfounded when they saw the “shadow” 


left by the razor. 
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[3] “When you grow old, your hair will recede whether you like it or not. If it 
recedes while you’re still young, you'll soon be baldheaded,” my father said. 
“Yes,” my mother chimed in, “they say women with large foreheads are destined 


to early widowhood and in the old days people steered clear of them.” 


4] Despite what he said, my father when he was young used to claw at his hair 
with both hands, causing strands to fall between the pages of the book he was 
reading. These hairs he had pulled out he would carefully preserve inside the 
books. But I don’t think he pulled them out because he was worried about his 


hairline. At any rate, I got into the habit of not touching my father’s books 


which I found disgusting. 

[5] Every Saturday evening at six o’clock, NHK shows a puppet drama 
called “Sangokushi.” The face of the doll portraying Shokatsu Komei has a very 
big forehead. With its smooth brow shining forth under the lights, the puppet 


does its stuff as a military strategist who has been described as a genius. Though 
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4] Though we tell ourselves that we are buying a lot of unnecessary things just 
because they are cheap and that it’s all a Seibu gimmick to boost sales, for some 


reason we become Lions fans on such occasions. 


OHI xX te 

1] ~&#A2S> FE CIHBLKIE, rooted for~(~# RELL) CEO, 

BAUAILY HIF Ts with shrill shouts. 

~#h XTi lost my interest in~, 
[2] St2OBls this summer Cla% <¢, + CIGECH SMH last summer, = AEH, 
WEEE 725726, in summer last ¢ 474, 

~lIELAADUTLE steld found myself glued to~, =M found myself~ (RA*O 
WRE~LTW?R) Icld, b64A 'HIW5 bldm, (for some unknown reason) M 
S327 YAREENCOWA, 

—B-BULCWSIC AR SRB Fy TAU D, A2 TRE, alternating 
between joy and sorrow (#U¢ZELADM#e 520 XN), 

Dit eB’ THS Lit Asking her why she should feel so concerned (t78% A 712 
MIZGAEMM) LS, 
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FIN— bE CE all the merchandise is sold at a discount of~ (427Hahd*) £9 
Bliss ‘ 

HrvNy TS@MICIiz putting on a good show (#HKicP27T4S) EWIAT A AL. 
[3] V21x second straight win. 

ABFUDALIZ, 3 -CICUSHEMIRL (thank its customers for supporting) AHiTM4DC. 
celebrate the victory (BFIZ#loT) & LR. 

A¥-—A-OKVY a—- Ae PyT ict Meni, BILUSYBWA. egged on by 
the vociferous loudspeakers (KF# CH 72TH AE-A-le*PENT) ELK. 
[4] PARR: < #LUEIS, it’s all a Seibu gimmick to boost sales (CFT, ¥—/b 
RMN LITSFO) ECHTAMUMEY, 

~eLUAA Sls tell ourselves (AICHE HALAS). 
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An Occasional Lions Fan 


[1] When I was at Keio’s junior high school, I rooted for Keio at the Waseda- 
Keio baseball game for the first time. My classmates and I guilelessly heckled 
Waseda with shrill shouts of “Miyako no tohoku, warera ga baka da!” But as 
I advanced to senior high school and university, I completely lost my interest in 
baseball. 


[2] Last summer, however, for some unknown reason I suddenly found myself 


glued to the television set watching all the games from high school baseball to 
Pacific and Central League games and the Japan Series. In my neighborhood 
there is a girl, a Hankyu fan, who is always alternating between joy and sorrow 
depending on whether Hankyu has won or lost. Asking her why she should feel 


so concerned, she told me that when Hankyu won, all the merchandise at the 
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Hankyu Department Store in Ginza is sold at a discount of 20-50 percent. 
“Hankyu sells high-class goods, so this sale is absolutely irresistible,” she 
explained. This despite the fact that in Chigasaki the Seiyu Store, which belongs 
to the Seibu chain, is also putting on a good show. 

[3] At the time of this year’s Japan Series championship battle between the 
Yomiuri Giants and the Seibu Lions, this store put on a gala sale to thank its 
customers for supporting the Lions with the store loudspeakers blaring “Woh, 
woh, woh, woh, Lions, the miracle-making Lions.” And the moment the team’s 
second straight win was confirmed, another gala sale was launched to cele- 
brate the victory. Of course, the bargains were all of a rather humble nature — 
three slabs of tofu for a hundred yen, dried saurel straight from the producing 
centers at half price, and so on. Nevertheless, egged on by the vociferous 
loudspeakers, I found myself putting one purchase after another into the shop- 


ping basket. 
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=] TEX SEKS UH SRMMMS IC IIOe OY? Bi ORR RY tH S44 

NECHAL SPANO UAMH AS BYWINCRAK « RR A® 


TF) C2 mH CBU VS AK CBW 0? 4O-K6eK UHR 6 SRS 14 
Hiave US ONT 
w wet nihy 1’ 
este: Ue ee iN 
SDS FH? 
[S] 1 CHEAn0 | HME dre (REIT RE) HBR SKA D CH FREER 0 
‘eo’ mw all< ise OK SSK’ RRL YVERRBR AN XK POK | OR 
* J4ai IN RRR? OK BR CK St YIN: A KWH AY 
Ke ko ROAR TEC BRH< SHS | mR RO RAK CBR 
RRP LN ff A—8B—ASINA RE 30 | KR? SRO At ~ Rat” te OR 
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OMRxX Ee 

(1) AReMWLAACRICIS, “Flay CORDS LAME < %S, XHlk, whenI put outa 
new book C£\3, 

< FMI HS < KHMAIFUIS, FUMOETCIL "DC, CHRIcHUOP LY, 
CONT Hrd Kaslt, As a result, --- 
[2] €netky TA5ULTWS 5 BIK-- ld, fMAPic influenced by this environment & 
KBLCA SA, 

RIT, —O CRS aad, FEo CT. CMORHIc OK bo TLEI 2, 
RMLMNLyRAELT, WMNMECTBELZSE<( GS, Hv T aloe plant ELK. 

DIF TH SEVIS, ¢ HRAFEM) ICKL LT got her to give me~. 

fej COZ Mas J oA already ee vjeme 
[3] th@AIS LT <H TIS, put~into a pot for me, $7215 transfer ~ to a pot for me, 

HVAEWIULICNBAIL, ROLTCHHAPH SEW, EVIL, Roxecls, 
Fortunately the mannen-take doesn’t take too much trouble &, jo &) BPAL HW 
&, fortunately 42% To*Va, 

AMLVAIV EIS, quickly and easily C£ >, 

AKlsMDIFBLIOLTH< ED UK, id, in the same water EV35 2k, 
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[4] NCEE, MORBUEAA F4 ALT As if that weren't enough b* 


(5) BBeHCTLEOFcld, said my mother with a frown, fev ‘tits; Cb. frown id 
ARS 9 (CW EC. glare lio Tits, HR. CO THICAVDPH A 72M, AKAY 
inlt "BOL, ORBEA, CONE CORRES (727) BOFENTOSOC my 
latest acquisition (—#iOEFICANREDM) EL. 
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Growing Plants in Water 


[1] I often receive potted plants, such as poinsettia, cymbidium, oncidium, 
cattleya, Japanese apricot and saintpaulia as birthday presents and get-well 
gifts and also when I put out a new book. My mother is fond of trees and plants 
and takes good care of them despite being busy with a job in addition to the 
housework. As a result, the house as well as the garden is full of plants. For 


some reason they grow and increase rapidly under her care. 


[2] No doubt I have been influenced by this environment. On being informed 
that aloe juice was good for the health, I immediately brought home an aloe 
plant, and when someone told me that mannen-take (Chinese bamboo) brought 
luck, I got her to give me a plant. In this way I assiduously keep on bringing 


home new species to a house already full of potted plants. But I leave it to my 
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mother to take care of them. 

[3] My mother has put the aloe into a pot for me and it has now grown to the 
size of a bush. Fortunately the mannen-take doesn’t take too much trouble ; 

cultivated in a tumbler of water in the shade, it is a mysterious plant that 
spreads its branches quickly and easily. On the other hand, it decays if kept a 
long time in the same water, so you have to change the water once every two 
days. 

[4] As if that weren’t enough, I brought home a Rohdea japonica plant from the 


house of an acquaintance and cultivated it for about a week in water inside a 
vinyl bag. 

[5] “I wish you’d stop growing plants in water,” said my mother with a frown 
when she discovered my latest acquisition. She told me to stop bringing home 


plants if I had no intention of transferring them to pots with my own hands. 
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[+] Boe KwHOR RUS A IRIRIRER UY’ BSAA NADIA RAD 
NAG RAN Bo Nae SN’ HNC MBs NNW~? KPa Seas 
Bas” eh CR LOR © Hp HEO VSM BOS NPRA ROY NHQURWe 
CU WK OR AN ROKR OBRRS 0S? RX Rip ONMHA’ sy AycdH 
VEEN Ne° 

[S] URW MEO SO nN” av 0 UR BIUR VQ NBO? KOH DAI KO 
BHR S SRO Atte G02 O-VOFAK DH CBRE WWD T PaO” HAS E46 
SP ON RAOT VALE CRE SRE DOO NS? LN Cm NEBNOE RQ SIRO 
Mp 0 PUR WSU OR EH Bt H.& be 

] KOHBEN ASN OLS RY eRe ct HO oF PU IRERE Ohi 
RORN SUNY! CMU ARH KAKA ARO Seu SE LR 
MAD VORLRSY KHS LORY IN DY Q~ UO OR’ 1] | Ye aN 
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ree 4° 

FF] VPS SON HAHN SPW <M AOKRE O00 VY" | Be 
MASI —-RARCMARURRE 

[Ee] "KAR UC RRO VONN RE Loa 44; BUSN SS VRRP oHe 


° 
XR 


MR URE NOIR RMS CMH” HWS VU SVE 44mm 5 OY 


[] Raw ew RAO’ RROD Styne WR PAL 
MB wR IHW RARE’ HEARTH AWN B48 0 RAED 
VSN? IS IHENE LIK - KRe nde O LO RHR HOY 
— ro VGhatviil S Was 0 R° 

BE W OLN URW CRM (-) NSNCR A084 0 DAU RHR 
BAO ROK ARERR NEN ANHMKE NRA MEWR APY 510.2" 
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S the rest of the song with my usual “la-la-la.” 


a 


[6] “You must have hit your head again somewhere,” laughed the mother of the 


canary who forgot how to sing, in a very knowing sort of way. 


OMn~ te 

1] KRFE-—Y PR WED KA, ld, COMBS prodigy (Hz). 

~TbE~THISMMERT. dy it (=even if it were) ~or~t HBHTXS, 

EX y CMa wm < &otcld, I completely lost my ability to sing from memory. (Iie 
IBCEU aie) ER 2. 
[2] (EMIS EF DTI LORD SOBIcAMaNTH4ADIL, “Enleoecr 
PHIRI elite ote; DEN, There was no need to make a fuss about it, 
because +--t 99 Me Ho TPA L, HIRED IS ANTS, 

tefi~lE LEWIN EN=2 7 Ald all the same (Elk BND) SH, 
[4] €NEANTHLIDE, UROKAF ¥( DEWSRHICI, It was perhaps this 
training that I had to thank for what happened during~ E FHUF EW. 

BANCV1 IRE DTAREV STR, ENCKERKI DISHAEUV OBE ¥F° 
A microphone was passed round inside the bus ¢ fifi LC, and at last it came my 
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turn to sing EAT A. 

[5] S@KokBlsd 9024 UTIL, HOLY TRI THBDT “or !” ex- 
claimed my astonished mother who~ &#ilt 4. exclaimed my mother im astonish- 
ment &$4xk, my mother ¢ who HEN TLE I. 

[6] SHMSBcusksicls, ina very knowing sort of way. 7 t#E< HI Bele 
jx, 7272 knowingly 217 TEV, 
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The Canary Who Forgot How to Sing 


[1] According to my mother’s recollections, up to the age of three or so I was 
able to sing from memory any song—by it a children’s song or a popular song 
for adults—after only one hearing, a feat which made her wonder whether I 
might not be the reincarnation of the prodigy Mozart. On reaching a certain age, 
however, I completly lost my ability to sing from memory. After some years had 
elapsed, my aunt told my mother, her elder sister, “Mitchan fell out of the pram 


while I was minding her, you know.” 


[2] My mother was naturally annoyed on hearing this and asked my aunt why 
she had not told her at the time. There was no need to make a fuss about it, 
because it happened such a long time ago and it was only a matter of my not 


being able to sing as well as before. But my mother glared at my aunt resentfully 
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all the same. 
[3] When I was in my second year of primary school, however, I passed the 
examination for the elementary course at Toho Music Academy where I 
attended classes in absolute pitch every Saturday afternoon and eventually 
completed the intermediate course. 

[4] It was perhaps this training that I had to thank for what happened during 
a bus tour of Europe I made when I was at senior high school. A microphone was 
passed round inside the bus and at last it came my turn to sing. As we were just 
crossing into Germany, I sang Schubert’s “Heidenroslein,” and strange to say, I 
was able to sing the German words without stumbling right through to the very 
end. 

[5] “Oh, your head injury is cured and you are able to sing properly again!” 


exclaimed my astonished mother who was accompanying me on the trip. But 


later when I started to sing “Ouma no oyako wa nakayoshi koyoshi,” I finished 
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[=] BRR CHEB N GON RM NIN CRHUH’ HOM’ KWAK AL OHH SO 
SUES SAN SOO SN’ | Hay S MESH M504 08 AU? HBB Up 
A240 SO NISIEES U2” UR RiQrOteswsR S VOW VARA AINE DU? An Z 
2h2BH OW BOI UsQrORKE A’ 

PQ OTE SOTO OM Naty” 60 40% OHO 1D OH O 24448 | 

[Sf [>] BSN ANY’ fC HMRMAO NEO SRV OA? 4s 46 
REBOUND INAV OD SU MR AAD Piya SO 
Ail? AUUAR SY RE UTE Cth UE OA? Uap SAMO] [Ad Oauau’ Basen 
ADE © RBPRE LR OM HET CY RA OEM O SOM Hm © BKM Uo bor 
+6 UMP? 

FE] VORP AANA? HEH NaS XK) AK m— pA Yai ow? BoE p 
TANRBLE PAU? WOU AIS D UX OMEN O NOU NI—Y 2+ OR ORR 
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£20 £10" ROHR © Ae HER SO SH 1 tittim R4e NW NASR O° 
[A] TROL’ BONDS OAK RAMOO Y EB RWO VN ONNRD* A 4 Bitile hg 

| BEY 0 MEH nS OV OI DRO OR SOHO RM REI iH+4, Ve 
SHAQ VHA HNIN—ININ® 
[So] THUR wl BUGS ODL RIM | 

HINA RKSE © b PB DREN 5 MAy OURS Y 5 00% 
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ESR CRHEW HOV i! BREE KO LS OH 
iLO | Ii 

FOP ANTRAK, UPDK CBRE OR’ N12 SCH ORI) RAV~ 
HEUSROU NCSL OB CMW rR RIV PONG CRN SURUBICY 
Se ee oe DONE UMA LY SOOM LHS 
NOUS BE fe oe CIRM R Se ee au 
(Ro) Fiter@ ORRIN Sn NOIS 
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* laughter, and the matter of my certificate was settled there and then. Was this 
a case of breathing with the mind at rest and the body in motion, or rather, with 


the body at rest and the mind in motion ? 


omn~te 

1] &39—Tlsd, BOTY ef Ich C&R “BROMA’ FSR SRLOT, One 
MIE LEY e4ELCRIWEIL. Besides tea ceremony classes, 1 am also attending 
a yoga school :-¢ ChF4ALHAW, 

~ DTW &~ SBT STL £14. The mention of ~ may immediately conjure 
up visions of~. £72, CoO CHMTNAlk, KIFCS VIRB (yoga schools) texts 
FSO RIF) SC Dee, Cb FSH) Che T. a hall witha wooden 
floor where something like shorinji-kempo or judo is practiced, 

#)(48) THlt, the motion --- is a motion of different kind &\WwjKBe LS, 
[2] HHISPISVAMTIT AD. HOLT y +1 OWA RELTHZOT, [aL BEHIC 
4&7, Asin the case of my tea ceremony teacher, my yoga teacher isa woman. & 
METS Eva, 

~ZbfJ Tb “WF lt is good at all kinds of~, 
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AWINy AT RbPPDA TS, Ka Cit with her golf clubs. 
[3] 94 2»7h'H > Tis one has to have the right timing ELZNMIEH HE, 
[5] FACHOPE Bolt, 305 %&b I wondered if you were dead. 5 Bi due Coe 
LaL, #88lc bbe C. I thought you were dead. £199 474 FAMHS. 
[6] ZCABRILCWSTIUONZAISMELY>. I don’t think I deserve to be greeted like 
that. (TA ZHBFSVSZSEIRILIUL TEV LBOEFITLY) CRLKRA AAG 
Ch, CAGHIC Sb, CRB21 EPVMPAZTOCMTHS. 
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Rest Amid Motion 


[1] Iam also attending a yoga school twice a week. If the tea ceremony lessons 
may be described as a domain of rest, then this is a world of motion. The 
mention of yoga schools may immediately conjure up visions of a hall with a 
wooden floor where something like shorinji-kempo or judo is practiced. But the 
motion at this yoga school is a motion of a different kind. Having its mecca in 
India, it is the art of yoga by which one completely masters a method of 
breathing while bending and stretching one’s arms and legs to the synthesizer 
music of Kitaro. It might be described as breathing with the mind at rest and the 
body in motion. 

[2] In this case too, my teacher is a woman. She is a sportswoman who is good 


at all kinds of sports, not only yoga. Between classes in yoga and taiji quan, she 
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sets out with her golf clubs. I always admire her vitality.. 

[3] It is about four years since I started attending yoga classes. Somehow or 
other I have managed to obtain certificates of the elementary and middle 
grades. This was rather difficult because, to receive a certificate from this 
teacher, one has to have the right timing. 

[4] Last month I applied for an advanced certificate, but due to having to meet 
manuscript deadlines and do some interviews, I skipped classes for some while. 
When I turned up at the school after a long absence, my teacher said on catching 
sight of me: 

[5] “Oh, Miss Kaiko, I thought you were dead.” 

[6] “This is a new book of mine, ‘Odd Essays’,” I immediately replied. “I have 
brought a signed copy as a present for you, so I don’t think I deserve to be 
greeted like that.” 


[7] Like the sportswoman that she is, my teacher let out a merry burst of 


im H iB 


[+] HP | OO" MARRS FR |S Witte? SOHO MITA Om ta” KH 
BCH MRIMEROY SURO Siete Opes .6 suites ne 4’ 
Pe HPI M RAR RRO SAL WKARNOVS VY HARE A Yb 
SRR Q PY PHS HEE OS AR 0” BR addi dab 
ROM RBM Udon? Sno RE © BER? 

[S] RHE BOK’ 1 CIRM RUE PY KK OA MOR UD a KK 
DEP AS MREK EH OR O58 SHUT ANT ADR WRENVTAH OL RIK 
QAHON S P13 V thd? 

[=] HDS HOQU DOE 05° HLUARIN EIKO P4OF ON? ay on 
CoP H) CARH R ORB OWING DOM NA BIO 4044 0 BE) 5 Cag ce? 

F] Rm CHIR IVIGS YW’ RHE CER OP OS NA ftw AD 
KM NRUAU AED GO D9 WU" eX AR BE OO” ature Ac uePsH” 
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[5] TR INERHEAU~” RRUNO RHO NK, VAG DF 10° pou" 

[] is RHC HA Hy OM HRB ORK He NAYA+CETAKED 
VERN HH WRK S OVS SE, 

[] BRAK LOA BRHHK BOD D—f NOW BRIR LEK S ORD Heat, A th> 
wuts 0 40% 00° 12" GR S Pe RCE ENS Rave 
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[9] And this set me pondering the fact that there was, after all, a custom such 


as this in Japanese society. 


OX te 

OD] S6kocMBKUNLROAZSyeUEIS, tall and slender, —t li, FHCs 
attractive MAAN EI RL, 

4 AAKEIS, handsome woman. =% handsome t \>5 HAIL, HAHEI S 
BOSH, Av Kel pretty, beautiful lt, C2 CltH TELE, 

td (MB 7 Ts looks well in~(~A5EX WES), 

HOC XE DTS. wonderfully deft and neat (XbA LFPEE<), 
[2] FATAL < is, AAWICIA, BROTH TAL MRE S, LO5 52, It is 
also stimulating to watch ---t Lz, 
[3] €MZ4EIZ HIS, Compared with my teacher, ---Cli% <¢ , Unlike my teacher, 

Ge ¢i#5 T). 

*€ ATLL, me in this condition &\+5 =k, 
[4] ~toldW SHA TURAN AL SRBIZ, I hope you didn’t~(~LeRPoRTCL 
Fo) als 
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[5] DEVIE, DLT (RIBAK M2 b that is to say TEM. LAL. Co Tis 
HEM BHAEIt seems «+ PDLMES, DEY, CHEIICHMMADSMSBMOLTHS 
BAI, To explain: (WI MIt) BRSHDLW, 
[6] ~MmFEH 7 Tis, ~bring their reward £39474 FAAEZS. 

BEWICwHY) ETA, apply for~*#t¥ok, HAI sit for adiploma ¢F4x, 
BACAR e LI SO LICL}. 
[9] tHRBIclt eit. O¥ in Japanese society Lv» oe. 
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Diploma 


[1] I am now taking lessons in the tea ceremony with a teacher of the Urasenke 
School. My teacher is a very handsome woman, tall and slender, who looks well 
in Japanese clothes. Her movements in preparing tea and her handling of the 


Jukusa cloth are wonderfully deft and neat. 


2] I go for lessons once a week. The sight of this teacher in Japanese clothes 


giving a model demonstration of the tea ceremony gives me an urge to do a 
drawing of her. It is also stimulating to watch her slide her tabi-shod feet over 
the floor. 

[3] Unlike my teacher, I am overcome with fatigue at the end of each lesson, 
so much so that I am unable to speak for a while. Each time my mother sees me 


in this condition, she says, suppressing a chuckle: 
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[4] “I hope you didn’t raise any clouds of ashes today.”” 

[5] To explain: I am in the habit of walking about the house with such loud 
footsteps that it sounds as though my feet might go through the floor, and of 
opening and closing sliding doors with a great deal of noise, apparently causing 
my mother and father to take refuge by putting their hands over their ears. It 
seems, therefore, that my mother is on tenterhooks until I return my lesson, 
worrying that I might topple over in the middle of preparing tea and send ashes 
from the brazier flying all over the tearoom. 

[6] But perseverance and effort brought their reward, and one day my teacher 
asked me whether I wished to apply for a diploma. 

[7] “Well, you see, some girls like to have a diploma as part of their bridal 


trousseau.” 


[8] A diploma for my bridal trousseau—what moving words! I am ashamed 


to say I could hardly believe my ears. 
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